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CATTLE.  World  cattle  numbers  continued  to  increase  dur- 
ing 1973 .  As  of  January  1974,  they  reached  a  new  record  of  1 .3 
billion  head  for  a  1 .8  percent  increase  over  levels  a  year  ago. 

In  North  America  cattle  numbers  increased  4 . 2  percent  to  1 89 
million  head,  surpassing  the  3  percent  increase  reached  during 

1972,  primarily  because  of  reduced  slaughter  rates.  In  South 
America  numbers  were  up  2 .8  percent  to  205  million  head.  The 
rate  of  increase  was  3.4  percent  during  1972,  but  foot-and- 
mouth  disease  problems  in  Argentina  slowed  growth  during 

1973.  In  Western  Europe  cattle  numbers  were  up  4  percent  to 
94 . 1  million  for  a  slightly  higher  rate  of  increase  than  last  year' s . 
This  high  rate  of  growth  was  achieved  because  of  the  continued 
low  level  of  slaughter  in  the  European  Community.  In  Eastern 
Europe  during  1973  numbers  were  up  4.1  percent  to  37.6 
million. 

In  the  USSR  numbers  were  up  2. 1  percent  to  106.2  million; 
this  was  higher  than  the  1 .5  percent  increase  during  1972.  In 
Africa  numbers  were  down  0 .9  percent  to  156 .2  million  because 
of  drought  which  also  reduced  numbers  in  1972.  In  Oceania, 
numbers  were  up  0.4  percent  to  41 .2  million  head.  The  rate  of 
increase  here  was  less  than  the  5.7  percent  achieved  in  1972 
beause  of  drought  in  New  Zealand  and  adverse  weather  and 
increased  slaughter  in  Australia. 

In  Asia  numbers  were  up  only  0.3  percent  to  481 .7  million, 
about  the  same  rate  of  growth  as  in  1972.  In  Japan  conditions 
were  different.  Cattle  numbers  declined  during  1971  and  gener- 
ally stabilized  in  1972,  but  during  1973  increased  4.2  percent. 
One  reason  for  the  gain  was  the  30  percent  inrease  in  cattle  prices 
during  1973  which  caused  farmers  to  rebuild  herds. 

During  1974,  the  major  beef  importing  countries — the 
United  States,  Canada  and  the  EC — increased  cattle  herds  by 
4.9  percent,  6.1  percent,  and  4.6  percent,  respectively.  These 
record  increases  in  cattle  numbers  were  caused  in  part  by  a 
retention  of  female  cattle  to  build  up  herds.  This  was  encour- 
aged by  the  record  price  levels  paid  for  live  cattle  during  1972 
and  1973. 

In  the  United  States  high  feeder  cattle  prices  and  high  feed 
costs  slowed  placements  in  feedlots.  Producers  also  held  back 
slaughter  cattle  because  of  Government  controls  on  retail  beef 


prices,  that  did  not  end  until  September,  When  they  did,  slaugh- 
ter returned  to  more  normal  levels  and  live  cattle  prices  fell  to 
precontrol  levels. 

In  the  EC  live  cattle  prices  fell  sharply  last  July  when  produc- 
ers started  to  market  cattle^Cattle  slaughter  in  the  EC  had  been 
below  normal  levels  for  al&out  18  months.  EC  producers  were 
encouraged  to  hold  back  because  of  rising  support  levels,  up  26 
percent  in  2  years .  But  inflation  has  increased  so  much  that  even 
with  an  average  guarante£f#icelevel  of  over  $50  per  100  pounds 
for  live  cattle,  EC  fanners  were  not  satisfied. 

On  the  demand  side,  pojtsumers  did  not  increase  purchases 
when  the  retail  price  in^botfr.North  America  and  the  EC  de- 
clined. The  energy  crises  and  inflationJmay  have  reduced  de- 
mand for  beef  at  all  pricege-vels .  This  seems  to  have  happened  in 
several  EC  countries  incthe  past  few  years,  such  as  the  U.K., 
Denmark,  and  the  Nethel-fands  and  seems  to  have  now  affected 
the  other  EC  countries  and  the  United  States  as  well  . 

HOGS.  World  hog  numbers  increased  3.1  percent  during 
1973  to  reach  672  million  head  in  January  1974.  In  1973  high  red 
meat  prices  encouraged  hog  farmers  to  rebuild  herds  which  had 
declined  in  some  countries  during  1972 .  There  were  increases  in 
hog  numbers  worldwide  except  in  non-EC  Western  Europe, 
where  numbers  were  down  1  percent  from  levels  of  a  year  ago, 
primarily  due  to  the  5 .5  percent  decline  in  Spain,  where  drought 
and  high  feed  costs  have  reduced  numbers. 

In  the  United  States,  hog  numbers  were  up  3 . 1  percent  during 
1973,  compared  with  a  5.3  percent  decline  in  1972.  In  Mexico 
numbers  recovered  sharply  from  the  1972  decline  — up  22.3 
percentto  1 1 .5  million  head.  In  the  EC,  however,  numbers  only 
increased  by  0.9  percent. 

SHEEP.  World  sheep  numbers  were  up  1 .3  percent  during 
1973,  compared  with  a  1 .3  percent  decline  during  1972.  High 
wool  prices  encouraged  the  withholding  of  animals  from 
slaughter  in  most  countries .  In  the  United  States,  numbers  were 
down  6.7  percent  to  16.5  million  head. 

OUTLOOK  FOR  LIVESTOCK  IN  1974 

CATTLE.  The  rate  of  increase  in  cattle  numbers  is  expected 
to  slow  in  1974  as  slaughter  rates  return  toward  pre- 1972  levels 


in  the  major  importing  and  producing  countries .  Reduced  cattle 
prices,  because  of  worldwide  consumer  resistance  to  high  meat 
prices,  and  high  feed  costs,  are  the  major  reasons  for  the  ex- 
pected increase  in  slaughter  rates. 


HOGS.  In  1973  hog  numbers  recovered  as  high  beef  prices 
stimulated  higher  pork  prices  and  encouraged  the  buildup  of 
herds.  Higher  beef  production  and  lower  prices,  resulting  from 
increased  cattle  slaughter,  may  cause  hog  prices  to  fall  in  most 
countries,  which  may  cause  a  reduction  in  hog  numbers  in  1974. 


—2— 


Cattle  and  buffalo:     Estimated  world  numbers,  by  continent  and  area, 
average  1965-69,  annual  1973-74 


Continent  :  :  :  : 

and  :  Average     :  \J     :  2J     :        Percent  change 

area  :  1965-69     :  1973        :     1974        :  1974     :  1974 


:  :                 :                   :     1965-69     :  1973 

:  Million     :  Million  :     Million  :     Percent     :  Percent 

North  America    :  161.4           181.9           189.5            +17.4  +4.1 

South  America    :  190.1           199.4            205.0             +7.8  +2.8 

Europe:  : 

Western:  : 

EC    :  70.9             74.8             78.2           +10.3  +4.5 

Other  countries   .  .  .  :        15.4  15.7  15.9  +3.2  +1.3 

Total  Western  . . .  :  86.3             90.5             94.1             +9.0  +4.0 

Eastern:  :        33.7  36.2  37.6  +11.5  +3.8 

Total  Europe    :  120.1           126.6           131.7             +9.6  +4.0 

USSR    :  94^1           TOO           10672           +12.9  +2.1 

Africa    :  146.3           157.6           156.2             +6.8  -.9 

Asia    :  463.1           480.1           481.7             +4.0  +.3 

Oceania    :        27.1  38.7  41.2  +52.0  +6.4 

Total  world    :  1,202.1        1,288.4        1,311.5             +9.1  +1.8 


JL/  Preliminary. 
2/  Forecast. 


NOTE:     Totals  may  not  add  due  to  rounding. 
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Hogs:     Estimated  world  numbers,  by  continent  and  area, 
average  1965-69,  annual  1973-74 


Continent  :  :  :  : 

and  :  Average  :  1/     :  2/     :        Percent  change 

area  :  1965-69   :     1973        :     1974        :  1974     :  1973 


:  :  :  :     1965-69  :  1973 

:  Million  :     Million  :  Million  :     Percent  :  Percent 

North  America    :  78.5  83.0  87.1  +11.0  +4.9 

South  America    :  76.6  50.2  52.3  -31.7  +4.2 

Europe:  : 

Western:  : 

EC    :  57.2  68.7  69.4  +21.3  +1.0 

Other  countries  . .  .  :  15.2  20.6  20.4  +34.2  -1.0 

Total  Western  ...  :  72.4  89.3  89.8  +24.0  +.6 

Eastern:  :  49.5  60.2  64.7  +30.7  +7.5 

Total  Europe    :  121.9  149.5  154.5  +26.7  +3.3 

USSR   :  54.1  66.6  69.9  +29.2  +5.0 

Africa    :  6.1  7.4  7.6  +24.6  +2.7 

Asia    •*  258.7  290.7  296.0  +14.4  +1.8 

Oceania    :  2.7  4_L0  4^0  +48.1   

Total  world    :  598.5  651.3  671.5  +12.1  +3.1 


1/  P  r  el iminary . 
2/  Forecast. 


NOTE:     Totals  may  not  add  due  to  rounding. 
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Sheep:     Estimated  world  numbers,  by  continent  and  area, 
average  1965-69,  annual  1973-74 


Continent  :  :  :  : 

and  :  Average     :  1/     :  2/     :       Percent  change 

area  :  1965769     :  1973        :     1974        :        1974       :  1974 


:  :                 :                   :     1965-69     :  1973 

:  Million     :  Million  :     Million  :     Percent     :  Percent 

North  America    :  32.1             25.0             23.9           -25.5  -4.4 

South  America    :  125.3           115.2            118.0             -5.8  +2.4 

Europe:  : 

Western:  : 

EC    :  42.9             42.1             42.7               -.5  +1.4 

Other  countries  .  .  :        35.0  30.1  29.6  -15.4  -1.7 

Total  Western  . .  :  77.9             72.2             72.3             -7.2  +.1 

Eastern:  :        43.1  40.9  40.6  -5.8  -.7 

Total  Europe  . . .  :  120.9            113.0            112.9             -6.6  -.1 

USSR   :  133.9           139.1           142.5             +6.4  +2.4 

Africa    :  136.6           141.7           143.5             +5.1  +1.3 

Asia    :  253.5            277.5           281.4           +11.0  +1.4 

Oceania    :       225.1  197.1  199.8  -11.3  +1.3 

Total  world    :  1,027.4        1,008.6        1,022.1              -.1  +1.3 


1/  Preliminary. 
2J  Forecast. 

NOTE:     Totals  may  not  add  due  to  rounding. 
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Goats:     Estimated  world  numbers,  by  continent  and  area, 
average  1965-69,  annual  1973-74 


Continent  :  :  :  : 

and  :  Average     :  1/     :  2/     :        Percent  change 

area  :  1965-69     :  1973        :     1974        :  1974     :  1974 


:  :                 :                  :     1965-69     :  1973 

:  Million     :  Million  :     Million  :     Percent     :  Percent 

North  America    :  15.2             12.6             12.6  -17.1 

South  America    :  28.2             29.4             29.5             +4.6  +.3 

Europe:  : 

Western:  : 

EC   ,   :  2.3               2.0               1.9           -17.4  -5.0 

Other  countries   .  .  .  :  7.3  7j5  7^9  +8.2  +3.9 

Total  Western  . . .  :  9.6               9.6               9.8             +2.1  +2.1 

Eastern:  :  3.6  2_17  2_^_7  -25.0  2^ 

Total  Europe    :  13.2             12.4             12.5             -5.3  +.8 

USSR   :  575               576               578             +5.5  +3.6 

Africa    =  109.7           115.7           115.7  +5.5 

Asia    :  209.1           219.3           221.1             +5.7  +.8 

Oceania    =  .2.  L3  L3  +50.0  zzz_ 

Total  world    :  381.1           395.2           397.4             +4.3  .6 


1/  Preliminary. 
2/  Forecast. 


NOTE:     Totals  may  not  add  due  to  rounding. 
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Horses:     Estimated  world  numbers,  by  continent  and  area, 
average  1965-69,  annual  1973-74 


Continent  :  :  :  : 

and  :  Average     :  \j     :  2J     :       Percent  change 

area  :  1965-69     :  1973        :     1974        :        1974     :  1974 


:  :                 :                  :     1965-69  :  1973 
:  Million     :  Million  :     Million  :     Percent   :  Percent 

North  America    :  20.6             22.2             22.3             +8.3  +.5 

South  America    :  17.0             17.6             17.7             +4.1  +.6 

Europe:  : 

Western:  : 

EC    :  2.2               1.4               1.4  -36.4 

Other  countries   .  .  .  :  1.4  1J0  l._0  -28.6  

Total  Western  ...  :  3.6               2.4               2.4  -33.3 

Eastern:  :  5.4  4_J5  4^4  -18.5  -4.3 

Total  Europe   :  9.0  7^0  6^8  -24.4  -2.9 

USSR    :  870               771               7~7o           -11.3  -1.4 

Africa    =  3.7               3.9               4.0             +8.1  +2.6 

Asia    :  14.2             13.2             13.0             -8.5  -1.6 

Oceania    :  L6  ,_6  J5     

Total  world   •  73.2             71.6             71.3             -2.6  -.4 


1/  Preliminary. 
2/  Forecast. 


NOTE:     Totals  may  not  add  due  to  rounding. 
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